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Paying
it

forward

Nicole Hinzie and other WSU alums are giving back

Inside: WSU Homecoming 2013 Schedule & Registration Info!

Time to Celebrate!
Winona State’s 2013-14 academic year gets underway
with two big events: WSU Homecoming 2013 (October
18-20) and the yearlong celebration of the WSU
Foundation’s 50th anniversary. Turn to the back of the
magazine for Homecoming events and registration. And
throughout this issue, read how members of the university
community are giving back to their world.
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News & Highlights

The Fall 2013 issue of Currents kicks
off the celebration of two university
events: the annual WSU Homecoming
(this year’s theme is “Island City Luau”)
and the 50th anniversary of the Winona
State University Foundation.
To commemorate the Foundation’s
half-century of philanthropy and
stewardship, this issue of Currents,
along with the winter and spring
editions, will feature stories about
various aspects of “giving.”
Because the Foundation exists to
further the mission of Winona State
University, we’ll first look at those
who are “improving our world” by
giving back through service to others.
Those stories range from an alumnus
who represents Native Americans
in Northern Minnesota, to a 2007
graduate who works on health issues in
East Africa. Future issues will examine
other notions of giving, such as the
impact that gifts make on both the
benefactor and beneficiary.
The symbol of this year’s Homecoming
theme is the lei, a traditional Hawaiian
symbol of welcome and friendship.
With that spirit in mind, we welcome
you to look in the back of the magazine
for a complete Homecoming schedule
and registration information.
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Wellness Complex
Garden Goes Native

If you’re looking to learn more about regional
conservation and biodiversity, look no further than
Winona State’s new interactive garden.
Located in front of the Integrated Wellness
Complex, this native prairie garden reflects
the high environmental standards of the IWC’s
LEED Gold certification. The garden highlights
indigenous species that require minimum
maintenance and provide many ecological services,
including pollutant filtration and habitat for
pollinators.
The garden will serve as a venue for campus events
and will assist with educational outreach. For
example, each species is labeled with the plant’s
common and scientific names, plus a QR code that links to more information in the
WSU Arboretum Online Plant Database.
Download the WSU Mobile App at www.winona.edu/it/winonastatemobile.asp to
check out the WSU Arboretum Online Plant Database and more.

Making
Learning Fun

Malachi Johnson

Editor’s Note

Exploding rockets. Lifesize bubbles. A hands-on
archaeological dig. Two hundred
twenty students at Rochester’s
Riverside Elementary got up
close and personal with learning
this summer through the fourth
annual STEM Camp, sponsored
by WSU-Rochester.

We look forward to seeing you in the
Island City for WSU Homecoming on
October 17-20, and throughout the
year as we celebrate the Foundation’s
50th.

The STEM enrichment program provided hands-on learning activities for K-5 students
at Riverside while offering students in WSU-R’s undergraduate education program and
Graduate Induction Program the opportunity to design and facilitate courses.

Brett Ayers, Editor

The camp also supports mentorship within the Rochester education community, with
seasoned WSU alumni returning year after year to share their experience and work
with current WSU students.
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Advancing Education

Steve Woit Photography

Two new programs at Winona
State aim to meet workforce
and community needs,
allowing industry professionals
to achieve educational goals
while maintaining stable
employment.
The Bachelor of Applied
Science degree in
Healthcare Leadership and
Administration (HLA) is
the first online healthcare
leadership degree offered
through the Minnesota State
Colleges and Universities
system. HLA is an academic pathway for allied health
professionals who possess associate’s degrees and wish to
earn their bachelor’s.
The Professional Science Master’s Degree in Applied Research
and Management (PSM) provides advanced training, greater
professional mobility, and improved job-security for those in
science-related fields. PSM students will also expand skills in
such high-demand areas as business, project management,
communications, and regulatory affairs.

New Faces, New Roles
Our community of learners continues to grow
and change as we welcome friends, both new
and old, and transition leadership roles across
the campus.
Patricia Rogers joins the campus as Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs. She
Patricia Rogers
comes to WSU from Bemidji State University,
where she served as Dean and Interim Dean for the College of
Health Science and Human Ecology and the School of Graduate
Studies.
Karen Johnson, Dean of Students, and
Barbara Oertel, Director of the Warrior
Success Center, take on new
interim roles heading up the
Office of Student Life and
Development, as former
vice president Connie Gores
Karen Johnson
assumes the presidency at
Southwest Minnesota State University.
Barbara Oertel

Check out www.winona.edu/hla and www.winona.edu/psm
for more information.

Recent Winona State graduates Kai Hovden and Spencer Hartz
of Geneva, Wis., and Wiley Koehler of Cedarburg, Wis. (L to R),
traveled across the U.S. this summer to help others in need and
shed light on the most neglected parts of the country. Find out
more about their fundraising efforts at The Starfish Project on
Facebook: www.facebook.com/starfishproj

Want more Winona State news?
Follow the WSU News Blog. www.winona.edu/news
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Philanthropy News

Harriet Johnson grew up just

a few blocks from what was then known as
Winona State Teachers College. Although she
had a deep desire to follow her older brother
to college, family circumstances caused her to
begin working immediately after graduating
from Winona Senior High School in 1942. She
moved to Chicago and enjoyed a long and
successful career, first in banking and later in
real estate.

Harriet Johnson (above)
and Paul Haake (left)
were both intensely loyal
to their hometown and its
university, Winona State.

4
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Harriet Johnson and Paul Haake were both
intensely loyal to the town where they grew
up. And while neither ever attended Winona
State, the university and its beautiful campus
were central to their idea of their hometown. A
part of that idea was the conviction that higher
education is transformative: that it could
change not only a young person’s life, but also
the way a community thinks about itself.
Both had so much faith in the power of
education – and such a deep connection with
Winona State – that they made substantial gifts
to their hometown university. Johnson looked
back to childhood and established a number
of scholarships that would make it possible

Steve Woit Photography

“You have to give back in
order to get back”

Paul Haake left Winona Senior High just a few
years after Harriet Johnson, but had the good
fortune to go on to college, medical school,
and eventually graduate school in chemistry at
Harvard University. Haake remained in higher
education his entire life, starting his academic
career at UCLA and then moving to Wesleyan
University in Connecticut, where he was a
noted professor and researcher in molecular
biology and biochemistry.

for diligent and committed students from the
Winona public schools to do something that
she was unable to do: attend Winona State
University.
Always grateful for the education he received
in Winona, Haake also looked back before he
passed away in 2011. He made a substantial
contribution to the university to create awards
for WSU scholar-athletes, along with an
endowment to support a poetry prize in the
Winona public schools.
The Johnson and Haake gifts are two of the
most generous ever made to Winona State.
Their strength, however, lies in the more than
5,500 benefactors, large and small, who joined
them in supporting the university last year.
Many of their connections with Winona State
are direct – alumni, faculty and staff, retirees,
students, parents – while others, like that of
Johnson and Haake, have followed another
path. The common thread is that they all see
the good that Winona State has done for 155
years in making it possible for hard working
young people to earn a college degree and
achieve their dream of improving their lives,
and the world.
“You have to give back in order to get back,”
said Harriet Johnson a few months before
she passed away in March 2013. Her legacy,
along with that of Paul Haake and 5,500
other benefactors, will touch the lives of more
students than they might ever have imagined,
far into the future.

Evans Returns
as University
Advancement
Interim VP
Gary Evans, who served as vice
president of University Relations
and Development at Winona
State from 1987-1998, returns
to serve as interim vice president for University
Advancement. Jim Schmidt, the newly appointed
chancellor at University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire,
previously held that role.
Evans retired as president and CEO of Hiawatha
Broadband Communications, which he joined in
1998. Many will remember that he spent 30 years
in the newspaper business, including 25 years
with the Winona Daily News.
He has held many community and civic
positions, including work with Winona Health,
Winona Area Chamber of Commerce, the
WSU Foundation, and the Greater Rochester
Area University Center. Evans has received the
Winona community’s highest awards, including
the Winona Community Achievement Award,
the Adith Miller Community Tribute, and as
outstanding volunteer by the Upper Mississippi
Valley Chapter of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals.
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A Campus Vision

Land steward, development of WSU Arboretum create
center for sustainability and education
Over the last 20 years, Winona State University has
undergone a transformation from a utilitarian campus
dominated by concrete and gravel to a garden oasis in the
center of the city. The transformation continues today as
the university outlines its vision for the future.
Bruno Borsari, associate professor of biology, began
serving this summer as Winona State’s first-ever land
steward, assisting the WSU community to engage in a
variety of educational activities.
“This is a tremendous opportunity to steer education
toward sustainability while making steps toward a more
eco-driven curriculum at WSU,” Borsari said. “The open
space land resources we have can truly contribute to make
education transformative.”
The university has also formed the Arboretum and Land
Stewardship Committee to provide vision, oversight, and
advice regarding the development of the WSU campus
as a designated regional Landscape Arboretum. Winona
State’s grounds, from main campus to East Lake to
Krueger Woods in the bluffs of Garvin Heights, will serve
as a showcase for the region’s native plants and a public
classroom/lab for everyone, from visiting K-12 school
groups to senior citizens.

6
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“The WSU arboretum would support public enjoyment,
education, and scientific research,” said WSU professor
emeritus and committee co-chair Jim Reynolds. “We want
the campus to be more than just a nice place to look at.
We want it to provide inspiration for students and for the
community.”
Educational outreach efforts include an online WSU
Arboretum database. “Many trees on campus have
been labeled with a QR code that links to information on
growing conditions, habitat, and history,” said Reynolds.
“Eventually every flower, shrub, and grass on campus will
be labeled similarly, with the goal of turning the campus
into a living laboratory.”
One challenge the committee will confront is financial
support for the arboretum. Protecting the campus for
future generations is a priority, said Reynolds, “but we
need resources beyond what the university can provide.”
As the Arboretum and Land Stewardship Committee
develops its plans, it will seek resources to support its
work on sustainability, conservation, and education. To
support the WSU Arboretum Fund, contact University
Advancement at 507.457.5020.

Challenges &

Celebration
Cody Nelson builds a career of giving
By Sarah Certa ’10
CODY NELSON ’02 transferred to Winona State University from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1999, with hopes of becoming a
teacher. Yet he found the education courses weren’t a “right fit” for
him, and instead decided to pursue his long-time love of history, a
decision that turned out to be one of the best he’s ever made.
“My history courses at WSU were eye-opening,” says Nelson,
especially those on American history, which sparked his interest
in U.S. tribal relations and social justice. After taking a sociology
class and learning about present-day conditions on Indian
reservations, Nelson “decided to be an advocate for native peoples
in the country.”
Since then Nelson has devoted his time and energy to that
goal, building a remarkable career out of his passion for
improving the lives of others. After graduating in 2002
with a bachelor’s in history, Nelson pursued his law
degree at the University of St. Thomas. During law
school he spent a lot of time volunteering at places
like the Family Justice Center in Minneapolis.
He knew that job openings in his desired field
would be scarce and wanted to gain as much
experience as he could. “I always have to give
it my all,” says Nelson, “because if things
don’t work out at least it’s not because I
didn’t do my best.”
Nelson graduated from law school magna
cum laude in 2006. Shortly after, he
became a staff attorney with Anishinabe
Legal Services, a non-profit organization
that provides free legal services and
court representation to low-income Native
Americans residing on or near the White
Earth, Leech Lake, and Red Lake Reservations
WSU Currents • Fall 2013
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in northern Minnesota. At the start
Nelson mostly worked in juvenile
representation and with victims
of domestic abuse, and has since
taken on a variety of matters and
responsibilities, including public
defender of the Leech Lake Tribal
Court in 2008.
Always curious and self-motivated,
Nelson wanted to know more about
the administrative side of a nonprofit organization and offered
to help the Bi-Community Action
Programs, Inc., board of directors
with administrative services.
Working in administration was “an
incredible learning experience,” says
Nelson, and he was soon appointed
to a position on the Bi-Cap board.
Nelson was promoted to supervising
attorney of ALS in 2011, and, based
on his administrative experience
with Bi-Cap, to ALS co-executive
director in December 2012. His
dual positions yield both immense
responsibilities and priceless
rewards.

most amazing turnarounds,” says
Nelson, “and it’s just so inspiring, to
see the difference you can make.”
Nelson recalls one client in her teens
who was receiving poor grades and
on the verge of expulsion for poor
behavior. She was raised by her
grandmother, whose diabetes was
worsening and required lots of care,
and the teen often missed school
due to stress and fatigue. Under the
Bamenim Anishinaabeg program,
the teen was able to receive a case
manager, a mental health worker,
and a personal care attendant for
her grandmother. She was given
the responsibility of hall-monitor
at school, and within a year and a
half of starting the program she was
receiving A’s and B’s, was hired as
a part-time custodian by the school,
received her driver’s license, and
made plans to further her education.

As supervising attorney and coexecutive director, Nelson balances
both case and administrative work,
including court representation,
grant writing, and restorative
justice programs such as Bamenim
Anishinaabeg, which works to
reduce incidents of drug and alcohol
abuse, gangs and violence, truancy,
and unsupervised juveniles.

It’s stories like these that make all the
hard work worthwhile. With a 55-70
hour workweek, one might expect
Nelson to be rundown. His workload
requires “a lot of organization
and focus,” and the poverty he
witnesses can take an emotional toll,
yet Nelson remains optimistic and
energized. “You just think about the
progress you’ve made. There are so
many things to be optimistic about,
and proud of,” he says. “I hop out of
bed at 4:30 a.m. every day because
I’m excited to get to the office.”

Bamenim Anishinaabeg was
established by the Leech Lake Band
of Ojibwe and brings together tribal
and state jurisdictions, providing
system-involved youth and their
families with a court-supervised
alternative that emphasizes culturally
appropriate restorative justice
practices. “I’ve seen some of the

Nelson notes that, despite the
challenges faced by people living on
reservations, humor and celebration
play important roles in Ojibwe
culture. “I’ve never been in and
around a community so filled with
great humor, and that takes so
much time and effort to celebrate
with others. From feasts, to pow-
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wows, community gatherings,
listening sessions, and so much
more. Even amidst hardship and
difficult conditions, there is a very
strong emphasis on humor and
celebration.”
Nelson is also motivated by his
co-workers, whom he describes
as his heroes. “We dream big but
also have opportunities to make
those dreams into reality, because
everyone is so passionate and
dedicated. It fuels me.”
Currently Nelson and his team at
ALS are working on securing funding
for future programs, including a
peer court program that would
teach kids about court advocacy
and license them to practice under
an attorney in tribal court, giving
kids an opportunity to learn about
legal practices and gain first-hand
experience in court matters.
Through his dedication and
compassion, Nelson has impacted
many lives and will no doubt
continue to do so. While he may not
have pursued a career as a teacher,
Nelson is someone to learn from. He
says working with the Ojibwe has
taught him valuable lessons about
the importance of family, community,
and collaboration.
“I’ve come to learn that all of
humanity is interconnected, despite
our individual and collective
differences,” Nelson says. “The
more loving, caring, and supportive
people, you have within your
network, and the more you can
foster these relationships, the more
satisfied and fulfilled you will be,
and the more you will be able to
help others.”

“We dream big but
also have opportunities
to make those
dreams into reality,
because everyone is
so passionate and
dedicated. It fuels me.”

Sarah Certa Photography
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It’s easy to see why REGGIE JOHNSON ’85 would
make a great mentor. The Baxter Healthcare executive
instantly puts you at ease with his open manner and
warm laugh. He’s quick with a lighthearted story –
about growing up in the Chicago area or his football
exploits – which he typically ends with a serious piece
of advice or life lesson. And it doesn’t hurt that he looks
like he could still step out on the field and break one for
a touchdown.
For more than a dozen years, Johnson has worked
with 100 Black Men of Chicago, volunteering his time
and talents to enhance educational and economic
opportunities for African American students. He first
heard about 100 Black Men of Chicago from a friend
and began spending a few afternoons a week at
Michele Clark Middle School on the west side of the city.
“I saw a lack of role models in our community,” says
Johnson. “It didn’t take long for me to find my way
with 100 Black Men of Chicago.”
The high-energy Johnson, who was a biology major
and running back at Winona State, expanded his role
to serve as mentoring chair, recruit fellow corporate
executives as mentors, fundraise, and, more recently,
work with fellow chapter members to coordinate a
college recruiting fair for African American and Hispanic
students that may be the largest in Illinois.
Like many of his fellow mentors, Johnson is busy with
work and family responsibilities. But he notes that
100 Black Men of Chicago is making a big difference
just by sharing time and providing an example to kids
who may have limited opportunities. “A sense of duty
and responsibility calls most of us to participate,” says
Johnson, “but watching the kids, actively engaged and
learning, is what keeps you there.”

John Sibilski Photography
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Plugged In
TheWSURetireeCenterengagesformeremployeesthroughservice
By Shari Kiple
For many of Winona State University’s 400-plus retirees, their
years as employees may have ended, but their service to the
institution is far from over. The WSU Retiree Center is reengaging former employees in exciting new ways.
“Sometimes there’s a mistaken assumption that when people
retire, they don’t do anything,” says Ann Kohner, director of
the Retiree Center since August 2011. “The truth is, most of
ourretireesareveryactiveandtheyenjoybeinginvolved.They
are not sitting back in their rocking chairs. They’re out there.”
The Retiree Center is plugging them in and sending them out.
Retireesserveastutors,mentors,advisors,universitycommittee
members,guestlecturers,fundraisers,adjunctprofessors,thesis
advisors, support staff for athletic teams, ushers, travel guides,
and more.

“In recent years,
members have
contributed about
1,800 hours of
service annually.”

“I’m requesting volunteers all the time,”Kohner shares.“They
helpwithavarietyofcampusevents,includingstudentmove-in
day,GrandparentsUniversity,commencement,andcountless
others.” The Retiree Center offers dozens of opportunities
eachyearrangingfromone-timecommitmentstolonger-term
committee work.
“As part of the Center’s Assessment Committee, I’m so
impressed with the extent to which retirees give back to the
community,”saysRonStevens,longtimeWSUfacultymember.
Inrecentyears,membershavecontributedabout1,800hoursof
service annually.
GETTING STARTED
Indeed, things have unfolded just as Stevens – also one of the
Retiree Center’s co-founders – had hoped.
After36yearsasasociologyprofessoratWinonaState,Stevens
took early retirement in 2004. As luck would have it, friend
and colleague Jim Reynolds also retired that year.
“I was perfectly happy doing what I was doing,”he says,“and I
knew I didn’t want to walk away from the university.”So when
Reynolds suggested creating a center for retirees on campus it
WSU Currents • Fall 2013
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Retired sociology professor Ron Stevens devotes significant blocks of time to several campus
events. “I’m always interested in broadening the reach of the university,” he says.
was a no-brainer to the two sociologists.
“It was a great way to maintain ties
with WSU retirees and consider the
manywaystheycouldstayconnectedto
Winona State.”
Following a feasibility study, focus
groups, and visits to assess similar
programs in other parts of the country,
StevensandReynoldsestablishedasolid
rationale for creating a Retiree Center
on campus. With the support of thenPresident Darrell Krueger and WSU’s
Office of University Advancement, the
Retiree Center was approved in 2004
and hired its first director, Cathie Logan,
in 2005.
The goals of the Center encompass
educational, social, and service
opportunities, which it fulfills through
creative programming and community
outreach.
For example, while the Retiree Center is
managed and funded by the university,
its programs are open to all retirees, not
12
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just those from Winona State. Its Senior
University serves morethan200 people,
half of whom are not WSU retirees.
Grandparents University welcomes
grandparents and their grandchildren
(or other seniors with special children
in their lives) for a two-day residential
college and the chance to learn about a
topic together, drawing attendees from
throughout the region.
GIVING BACK
“The Retiree Center is a wonderful way
to give back to an institution – and a
community – that was really good to
me,” says Jean Leicester, an education
professor at Winona State for 15 years
before retiring in 2006.“I’m interested in
reachingouttothecommunitythrough
things like Grandparents University and
in other ways.”
While she says she’s a “newbie”
on the Retiree Center’s Advisory
Board, Leicester is seasoned in work
that involves service. Her teaching
background has been instrumental in

leading efforts at the Kumasi School in
Ghana where her team, a partnership
between Winona State, Mayo Clinic,
and Rochester Public Schools, equips
K-12 teachers withtools tomake science
education come to life.
“Mayo Clinic has contributed materials
to help create a science room with the
resources they need to study malaria,”
Leicester explains. This summer,
twelve students from Kumasi School
visited Winona State to continue their
experiments and share results with the
public.
“We are also working with the Indian
government to identify partner schools
to provide resources to help teachers
educatestudentsabouttheimportance
of clean drinking water,” says Leicester.
She adds that her team also works
with schools in Rochester to provide
internships for teachers, who conduct
research in Mayo’s science labs.
Closer to home, Leicester is reaching out

through the“Comfort Choir”she started
using the model of a hospice choir she
had belonged to in the Twin Cities.
“It provides opportunities to get
community members singing and offer
the gift of voices to those who are facing
end-of-life issues or other situations in
their lives,” notes Leicester.
“We’vesungatpeople’sbedsidesorafter
they’ve received a tough diagnosis,”she
says.“We’re all volunteers and go where
we’re called.”
And while serving the greater good is
always the first priority, it’s particularly
nice when service aligns with individual
passions.Stevenshasdevotedsignificant
blocks of time to the area’s Frozen River
Film Festival each winter and Great River
ShakespeareFestivalprogramsonWSU’s
campus each summer, allowing him to
screen films, visit with actors, and work
behind the scenes in countless ways.

“We have so many retirees who do
so much within the university, within
the community, and really all over the
world,” she says.
“In terms of time and monetary
equivalences,” adds Stevens, “retirees
do things for the university that are
far beyond what most people probably
realize. They’re giving back in countless

ways! If you think about how much their
time is worth, it’s considerable.”
Butthetruthis,mostretireesbelievethey
gain as much as they give. “So often,”
Leicester says of her efforts, “It’s hard to
know who gets the most benefit.”

“We’re constantly thinking of new
ways to keep our retirees connected
through education, service, and
social outreach.”

“I’m always interested in broadening the
reach of the university,” Stevens says.
“Events like these bring people on to
campus – often for the first time.”
The volunteer veteran also advises a
number of Winona State’s undecided
majors. “This is the perfect way to stay
connected with WSU students and
programs,plusit’saservicethat’sneeded,
greatly appreciated by students, and
enjoyable to me. It’s a win-win-win.”

GOING FORWARD
Creatingmutuallybeneficialsituationsis
Kohner’s greatest aim.“We’re constantly
thinkingofnewwaystokeepourretirees
connected through education, service,
and social outreach,” says Kohner, who
worked in WSU’s Office of University
Advancement for more than a decade
before taking on her current role at the
Center.

Jean Leicester, who retired in 2006, has been instrumental in
leading a partnership to improve science education in Ghana.
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“Food is a basic
human need. Food
shelves play a
critical role in
helping families lay
the foundation for
getting back on their
feet when they’re
experiencing a
crisis.”
14
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TED EVANS ‘03

, is multimedia marketing
coordinator for the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches and its family of human
service programs, which are focused on fighting hunger, helping seniors, empowering
urban Native Americans, nurturing families, and mentoring youth. A mass communications
major at Winona State, Evans began his career in commercial radio and transferred the
skills he learned to the non-profit world. “I grew up in fortunate circumstances but always
felt compelled to give back,” says Evans. “I come in every day knowing that my work is
important, that it’s going to do some good.”

WSU Currents • Fall 2013
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he nursing profession is known
for the demands it makes on its
practitioners. Nicole Hinzie ’07,
a pediatric nurse, is familiar with
the long hours, rotating shifts, and constant
vigilance required to care for patients in
her 33-bed unit at Children’s Hospitals and
Clinics in Minneapolis.
So how does Hinzie find time to serve as
director of Health and Wellness Programs
for the Camp Ohana Foundation, located
more than 8,000 miles away in Kenya?
“From the time I was a student, I always
wanted to learn more about other cultures
and through that, experience nursing in a
different way,” says Hinzie, who earned
her bachelor of science at Winona State in
2007.
Hinzie found out about the Camp Ohana
Foundation in an unlikely place – Kryzsko
Commons– when she met its founder and

16
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chairman, Amos Balongo,
during a WSU career fair. The
foundation sponsors a variety
of programs, such as clean
water, agriculture, health and
wellness, education, and wildlife
stewardship, for children across
Kenya.
After working long-distance with
the foundation for a couple of
years, Hinzie made her first
visit to Kenya in November
2010. She traveled across the
east African country for nearly
two months, teaching oral and
hand hygiene to hundreds of
children in villages, schools, and
orphanages.
The experience motivated
Hinzie to work with Balongo
to establish the Camp Ohana
Health and Wellness Program,
which serves about 350 children
in western Kenya every three
months. Fundraising makes
up a significant part of her
responsibilities, but Hinzie is
also busy building health and
wellness lesson plans and
creating instructional videos that
she distributes via a blog site.
This year, she plans to get Twin
Cities elementary schools and
colleges – along with her alma
mater, Winona State – involved
in her work.
Her long-term goal is to raise
an endowment large enough to
keep the Camp Ohana Health

and Wellness Program operating
into perpetuity.
“One of the things that inspired
me to look for an opportunity
like Camp Ohana was hearing
about the experiences of Cathy
Nosek,” says Hinzie of the WSU
associate professor of nursing
who regularly takes groups of
her students to Tanzania. “Her
energy and enthusiasm about
nursing and serving others made
a big impact on me.”
Hinzie says that her trip to
Kenya helped her uncover
something that had always
been in the back of her mind
when she was a student at
Winona State. While she loves
– and excels at – her career
as a pediatric nurse, she is
also greatly drawn to teaching
others.
Despite the 12-hour shifts at
Children’s Hospital and her
work with Camp Ohana, Hinzie
somehow finds the time and
energy to take a nursing student
under her wing each semester
for required clinical experiences.
Hinzie teaches her students to
apply what they’ve learned in
the classroom through handson practice in a real hospital
setting.

teaching,” remarks Hinzie. “But
it’s amazing how much teaching
keeps me educated and up-todate about my profession as a
nurse.”
Hinzie’s work is gaining notice.
She was recently named as one
of three finalists for the 2013
Outstanding Nurses Award
from Allina Health, a network
of Minneapolis providers that
includes Children’s Hospital. She
spent part of the summer setting
up the healthcare program for
a summer camp in northern
Minnesota, something she has
been doing since she was a
nursing student at Winona State.
And she’s planning a return trip
to Kenya to do more ground
work for the Camp Ohana
Health and Wellness Program.
It seems that Hinzie always has
the time for the things most near
and dear to her heart: nursing,
teaching, and making an
impact.

“As a student, I never realized
what it took to be a preceptor
and how much work goes into
WSU Currents • Fall 2013
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The “Biggest Big”
Raj Ramnarace
Leads Big Brothers
Big Sisters in New
Directions
By Margaret Cox
18
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hen Raj Ramnarace ’85 retired last year,
he didn’t sit back and relax for very long.
Instead, he began to look for another way
to connect with the community.

A 24-year veteran with the La Crosse,
Wisconsin, Police Department,
Ramnarace had extensive experience
working with youth programs on both
regionalandnationallevelsthatreached
as many as 400,000 kids. Eager to put
his talents and energy to use for the
benefit of others, he found Big Brothers
Big Sisters of the Seven Rivers Region,
where he was named executive director
in May.
Big Brothers Big Sisters is a nonprofit
organizationthatconnectschildrenwho
arefacingadversitywithvolunteeradult
mentors so that they may build lasting,
positiverelationships.Adultmentorsare
called “Bigs” and the children they are
matched with are referred to as“Littles.”
Roughly 12 years ago, Ramnarace
served on the board for the local branch
of Big Brothers Big Sisters. Through
this experience, he learned how much
the organization positively affects the
lives of kids, and how it provides a
tremendous positive impact on the
community.“Therearecascadingbenefits
when a community starts investing in
its youth,” explains Ramnarace. “We
are very fortunate here in the Midwest
where people really care and they
transform that caring into action to
make a meaningful difference in our
communities.”
The depth of Ramnarace’s personal
commitment to serving as a positive
example and giving back to the
community runs deep. He credits
a number of Winona State faculty
memberswhohelpedfosterthesevalues
in him, as well as the importance of
beingalifelonglearner.Ramnaracecame
to WSU as a non-traditional student,
having served four years in the U.S.
Army as a Russian linguist, and several
years in a different major at another
school before settling on the sociology
and criminal justice programs at WSU.
This life experience, combined with
classroom learning and a fulfilling

career, solidified the basic tenets that
have guided Ramnarace for years. “The
lessons that I have learned both inside
and outside the classrooms are pretty
basic,” says Ramnarace.
“First, talent is good, but persistence will
get you farther in the long run. Secondly,
learning never stops, especially the
lessons we learn from our mistakes. And
third, true satisfaction in life comes from
the people and experiences we share,
rather than the things we accumulate.”
These guiding principles have served
Ramnarace well, and he never intends
tostoplearningfromothers.BecauseBig
Brothers Big Sisters of the Seven Rivers
Region covers five counties inWisconsin
and Minnesota, the opportunities are
plentiful.
Each day he says he is humbled by
volunteermentorsandcouncilmembers
who share their time and passion for
making their communities better. As
he reflects on a wall of photographs
showing pairs of Bigs with their Littles,
he is reminded of the tremendous
outcomes of the program.
“They are happy and enjoy the
experience of being together,” he
says. “Although we ask for a one-year
commitment from the Bigs the average
relationship in this area is more than
two years, and many are even five to six
years.”

resources to meet the strategic goals
established by the executive board,
Ramnarace oversees the organization’s
mentoring processes to ensure
compliance with national standards
and state and federal laws. Of equal
importance is his focus on finances.
Nearly all funding for Big Brothers
Big Sisters of the Seven Rivers
Region is secured through individual
and corporate donations, as well as
fundraising events.
Ramnarace further supports these
efforts by assisting with grant writing
to help attract support from larger
funding sources. Despite the challenge
of maintaining the financial health of
theprogram,Ramnaraceacknowledges
that Big Brothers Big Sisters is all about
people.“None of the great things being
done for kids by our program would
be possible without our skilled staff,
dedicated volunteers, and generous
contributors,” he says.
“Big Brothers Big Sisters has existed
nationally for more than 100 years.
In our area, we have helped connect
thousands of kids with caring adult
mentors for more than 40 years. Our
program makes a difference for kids and
their mentors.”
Learn more about Raj Ramnarace’s work
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of the
SevenRiversRegionatwww.7riversbbbs.
org.

The benefits of the program extend
well beyond the lasting relationships
that develop between pairs of Bigs and
Littles.Studiescomparingchildreninthe
Big Brothers Big Sisters program for 18
months versus other children show that
Littles in the program were less likely
to use illegal drugs and alcohol, skip
school or a class, and resort to violence
such as hitting another. These findings
help support the value of the program in
building stronger communities overall.
In addition to managing staff and
WSU Currents • Fall 2013
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Class Notes
1930s

Sybil (Anderson) Fillman ’39 (Blue
River, Ore.) retired in 1982 to the
McKenzie Valley of Oregon.

1960s

Dick Anderson ’62 (Edmond, Okla.)
has dedicated his professional life
to working with people who are
blind and visually impaired. He was a
teacher for 32 years and coached at
a collegiate level for 12 years. Prior
to teaching, Dick was an NCAA and
NAIA All-American in cross country
and track, and competed in the
modern pentathlon event at the
1964 and 1968 Olympic Trials. He
was head coach for the United States
Association of Blind Athletes (USABA)
in the 1980 and 1988 Paralympics and
the 1978-1990 World Championships
and Pan American Games. He also
served as chairman for the USABA

Track and Field Committee 1977-1991,
and organized and directed USABA
Marathon Championships at Drake
Relays, the Boston Marathon and the
Marine Corps Marathon. Currently,
he is a volunteer assistant coach for
field events with Oklahoma Christian
University.
Harry Sieben ’65 (Hastings, Minn.)
has been named to the 2013 Super
Lawyers list published by the
magazine of the same name. He
is a founding partner of the firm
Sieben, Grose, Von Holtum and
Carey, and earned his BA in business
administration from Winona State and
JD from the University of Minnesota.

1970s

L.D. Belz ’73/’79 (Winona) has
been honored with the Hall of
Fame Award from the Association
of Training Officers of Minnesota,

Phil Sonnenberg ’00 along with his wife Deb and children Elleigh, Anna, Ajay, Eagan
and niece Izzy (whose mother, Tracy Bell Slater ’97, is also an alum) get ready to man
the Winona State float during 2013 Steamboat Days.

which is given to officers that have
made significant lifetime contributions
to regional or state-wide police
training. He is the first officer in
greater Minnesota to receive this
award in the organization’s 38-year
history. Dave doubled the hours of
in-service training in the Winona
Police Department, founded and
served as chair of the Southeast
Regional Training Committee, and
developed and taught professional
training classes in child abduction,
mental illness, water safety, ice rescue,
advanced first aid, terrorism and gang
awareness. He is also responsible
for starting the DARE program in
Winona County, and commanded and
co-founded the Winona County Dive/
Rescue team.
Elizabeth Noel ’78 (Saint Paul, Minn.)
retired on May 1 after nearly 34 years
as court administrator for the Ramsey
District Court.
Randy Staver ’79/’87 (Rochester,
Minn.) was elected to the position
of council president for the City of
Rochester on May 7. He served as
representative for the Fifth Ward in
Rochester for the past two years and
was selected to serve as the interim
president in 2012. Randy also works
full-time in information technology
at Mayo Clinic where he has been
employed for more than 30 years.
Deb Wilk ’79/’95 (Hayfield, Minn.) is
retiring after 34 years of teaching. A
Winona native, Deb attended Winona
State before relocating to Hayfield
to teach. She plans to return to her
hometown to be with family and plans
to volunteer at school and church.
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1980s

Mark Wallace ’80 (Sussex, N.J.)
organized a field trip for 16 girls
enrolled in his course entitled
“Women in Engineering” at High
Point Regional High School.The
group traveled to Newton, N.J.,
and visited Thorlabs, a leader in the
photonics industry. They were given
a comprehensive tour of the facility,
including a talk about lens and fiber
optic cable manufacturing and the
opportunity to speak with female
engineers.
Jill (Kuledge) Scholz ’81 (Crystal,
Minn.) was a finalist in the 2013
Outstanding Nurses Awards. Finalists
were chosen from a pool of more than
270 submissions in 13 categories.
Scott Rindahl ’89 (Stewartville,
Minn.) has been named the new girls
basketball coach at Stewartville High
School. He has been coaching in
various capacities for the past four
years in Stewartville. Scott majored
in business adminstration, played
golf for four years and basketball
his freshman year at Winona State.
He then began a career as a golf
professional and is currently the
general manager and head pro
at Willow Creek Golf Course in
Stewartville.

@ winona.edu/WinonaStateU
@ winona.edu/WinonaStateAlumniandFriends
Siobhan (Fusillo) Bremer ’88 (Morris,
Minn.) is appeared in Appointment
with Death, a psychological thriller by
Agatha Christie. Siobhan played Miss
Amabel Pryce, a Welsh spinster.

1990s

Steve Volkman ’94 (Winona) has
joined PlastiComp, Inc. as manager
of manufacturing, technology and
engineering. Steve earned his
bachelor’s degree in composite
materials engineering at Winona

State and master’s of business
adminstration at Western Illinois
University. He has more than 15 years
of experience in engineering and
leadership, and is an active member
of the Industry Advisory Board for the
composites program at Winona State.
Scott Wiegrefe ’96 (Apple Valley,
Minn.) ran in the Boston marathon.
Scott was a member of the Winona
State track team in 1993.
Sally Prondzinski ’99 (Sturgeon Bay,
Wis.) married Ben Lesher on May 18.

The Wenonah Players returned to campus on July 12-13 for their bi-annual
reunion. Next summer, the players plan to gather on campus to celebrate the
retirement of longtime theatre professor and Wenonah Players mentor Vivian
Fusillo.
Fusillo will close the curtain with a final directing performance at the 2013
WSU Children’s Theatre on October 10-11-12 at the Performing Arts Center. All
theatre alumni are invited back to campus for the performances and a social
hour afterwards. To find out more about Fusillo’s retirement or next summer’s
reunion, contact WSU Alumni Relations or go to www.winona.edu/arts.

Paul Marszalek ’87 (Larchmont,
N.Y.) received a Peabody Award on
May 20 for his work with the Library
of Congress entitled “Inside the
National Recording Registry.” The
series radio documentaries were
honored at the Waldorf Astoria in
New York City.
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Sally graduated from Winona State
and the University of Minnesota, and
works at Unity Hospice in Sturgeon
Bay.
Jaime Rous ’99 (McHenry, Ill.)
married John Sarff on May 4, 2013.
She works as a quality assurance
engineer specializing in microbiology
for Catalent Pharma Solutions in
Woodstock, Illinois.

2000s

Jackie Stevens ’02 (Rochester,
Minn.) has joined Winona Health as a
certified nurse practitioner. She will

work with internal medicine physicians
to provide healthcare services for
residents of the Winona area longterm and transitional care facilities.
Jackie earned her BS in nursing at
Winona State and master’s degree in
nursing at the University of Minnesota.
She is certified as a gerontological
nurse practitioner.
Tony Furman ‘03 (Dickinson, Texas)
has been named principal at Levi Fry
Intermediate School by the Texas
City Independent School District. He
earned his BS at Winona State and
MS at the University of Houston-Clear
Lake. Tony was assistant principal at
Levi Fry for the past four years.

Proud Grandparent
Former faculty member Joyce Rocco, who retired in 2006,
enjoyed Grandparents University with her granddaughters.
Grandparents University was held June 20-21 on the
Winona State campus, giving grandparents and their
grandchildren the opportunity to explore college life and
create lasting memories.
Find out more about Grandparents University at www.
winona.edu/grandparents.
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Laura Broadwater ’04 (Winona)
married Jake Greseth on May 18.
She is assistant vice president and
commercial/agricultural banker at
Merchants Bank in St. Charles.
Nicholas Darnick ’04 (Seymour,
Wis.) has been named the new head
girls basketball coach at Seymour
High School. He has coached
basketball for six years under two
Hall of Fame coaches for boys, and
just completed his first year teaching
physical education in Seymour. He
was a member of the Prairie du Chien
coaching staff when that girls team
went to the state tournament.
Christina (Toll) ’04 and Jesse
Fladmark ’09 (St. Paul, Minn.)
welcomed their second child, Ellie
Louise on May 27.

Winona State University
Homecoming 2013:

#wsuhoco13
Can’t make it home this October? Join us for a virtual Homecoming and
follow the celebration live via Twitter. We’re encouraging all returning alumni
to tweet the sights and experiences of Homecoming using the hashtag
#wsuhoco13. Follow the hashtag or follow @WinonaState to see retweeted
highlights, video clips and photos from the #wsuhoco13 stream. And don’t
forget to join the conversation! Visit: twitter.com/winonastate.
Tanya (Kryzer) Skagerberg ’04
(Hanover, Minn.) had a baby boy on
February 28.
Lindsay Dodd ’05 (Austin, Minn.)
married Tyler Tweeten on August 10.
She is currently employed at Clifton
Larson Allen as a certified public
accountant.
Katie Nelson ’06 (Albert Lea, Wis.)
married Eduardo Antpack on August
17. She earned her BSN at Winona
State and is currently attending
Clarkson College for a master’s
program to become a family nurse
practitioner. She also works as a

registered nurse at Mayo Clinic Health
System.
Cassandra Dunn ’07 (White Bear
Lake, Minn.) was a finalist for the
2013 Outstanding Nurses Awards in
Minneapolis.
Amber Kowalczyk ’07 (Winona)
married Brandon Scott on July 13. She
is currently teaching at Dakota Area
Community School.
Lindsey McNea ’09 and Craig Olsen
’09 (Fairmont, Minn.) were married
on June 1. Lindsey received her
doctorate of physical therapy degree

from Des Moines University in 2012,
and works as a physical therapist
at Sister Kenny Sports and Physical
Therapy in Cottage Grove. Craig
works as a quality assurance analyst
for Wells Fargo Home Mortgage in
Bloomington.

2010s

Stephanie Huneke ‘10 and Matthew
Green ’08 (Littleton, Co.) were
married on June 1. Stephanie works
for BKD Accounting and Matthew
works for Walmart.

WSU’s “Baseball
Man” Turns 90
Mo Weber ’50 (Luray, Va.) recently
celebrated his 90th birthday. Winona
State’s “baseball man” has been coaching
his favorite sport for more than 60 years.
He still works with the Haymarket Rebels,
a summer league team for college players
located near his home in northwest
Virginia. Mo got his start as a student
when legendary coach Luther McCown
asked him to coach the Warriors baseball
team.
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Alyssa Klund ‘10 and Anthony
Wittmer ‘11 (Winona) will wed on
October 26, 2013. Alyssa received
her bachelor’s in nursing from
Winona State and is employed as
a registered nurse at Mayo Clinic.
Anthony received his bachelor’s
in communication studies from
Winona State and is employed as
an admissions representative at the
University of Minnesota-Rochester.

Cassandra Lee Borneman ’11
(Freeport, Ill.) married Ender Gocmen
on May 11. She received her BSN
from Winona State, and is employed
as a registered nurse in the bone
marrow transplant unit at Mayo Clinic
Rochester Methodist Hospital.

Alyssa Landwehr ’10 (Winona)
married James Erdall on May 4. She
works at Lake Winona Manor.

Christopher Arkell ’12 (Mankato,
Minn.) was sworn in as a Mankato
police officer in a ceremony on May
10. He graduated from Winona State
with a law enforcement degree and an
emphasis in Child Advocacy Studies.

Mitchell Madland ’10 (Fort Dodge,
Iowa) is now the assistant football
coach and housing coordinator for
Iowa Central Community College.
Vincent Adams ’11 and Nicole M.
Salaba ’11 (Minneapolis, Minn.) were
married on July 6. Vincent graduated
from the St. Paul Police Academy in
2013 and is employed as an officer
in the St. Paul Police Department.
Nicole is employed as a registered
nurse at North Memorial Hospital in
Robbinsdale.

Kaitlin Anderson ’12 (St. Charles,
Minn.) married Jordan Jensen on June
22. She works at Saint Mary’s Hospital.

Josh Harrison ’12 (Winona) married
Madison Ludford on August 3. He
is currently working at Russell and
Associates accounting firm.
Tabatha Miller ’12 (Albert Lea, Minn.)
married Marc Morfitt on June 1. She
graduated from Winona State with
a bachelor’s degree in therapeutic
recreation and is employed as an
assistant director of recreation therapy
at Morrow Home in Sparta, Wisconsin.

We want to hear your news!
Submit notes, photos, and news online at www.winona.edu/currents.
Email your class notes to alumni@winona.edu or currents@winona.edu.
Still like to use mail? Send notes to Alumni Relations, P.O. Box 5838, Winona, MN 55987.
Read Currents online: www.winona.edu/currents
Join Winona State on Facebook: www.facebook.com/WinonaStateU
Alumni & Friends is on Facebook: www.facebook.com/WinonaStateAlumniandFriends
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Timothy Kruger ’13 (Rollingstone,
Minn.) married Amy Stark on May 25.
He is currently working at Right Turn
Recruiting.
Jenna Sand ’13 (Winona) has joined
PlastiComp, Inc. as an engineer. She
earned her BS in composite materials
engineering at Winona State.
Sevy Stavn ’13 (Winona) has joined
PlastiComp, Inc. as an engineer.

Marketing Themselves
Justin Weinzierl ‘11, Katlyn Bourget ‘11, and
Kali Kotz ‘11 connected at the Alumni Relations PR
Networking Night on July 25 at Stella’s Fish House in
Minneapolis. Because the Twin Cities is known as a
center for advertising, marketing, and public relations,
this mid-summer networking night provided a great
opportunity for young alumni to compare notes and
share ideas. WSU alumni Michael Brinkman ‘00, Arik
Hanson ‘96, Andy Ross ‘06 and Shelli Lissick ‘96
shared their career experiences with the new alumni.
For other alumni networking and events, go to www.
alumni.winona.edu.

In fall 2012 the WSU Foundation conducted research on the
awareness and perceived effectiveness of the Foundation’s efforts to
encourage philanthropic support the university. More than 2,250 of
you provided invaluable feedback. Here are a few key results:
•

Overall awareness of the Foundation is high. Trust in the Foundation is excellent, but respondents would
like to know more about how funds are used.

•

The majority of respondents (94%) said WSU provides programs and resources that are worthy of support.

•

Respondents expressed a desire for more information, better communication, or a closer connection to
the university.

•

Respondents asked the Foundation to highlight how funds are used, and tell stories about how lives are
changed as a result.

•

Respondents said top priorities for using their donations should be scholarships, increasing quality, and
campus technology.

•

Pride in their affiliation with WSU was the biggest reason respondents give to the university.
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In Memoriam
1930s
Mae (Schollmer) Florin ’36 (Winona)
passed away on June 13 at the age of
97. She received her one-year and twoyear teaching certificates as well as her
bachelor’s degree in science at Winona
State. Mae taught La Crescent, Eden
Prairie, and Lakefield before completing
a majority of her teaching career at
Madison and Jefferson elementary
schools in Winona. She retired in 1981.
She enjoyed community volunteer work,
and was an active member in her church
and community organizations such as the
Winona County Historical Society and the
Winona Retired Teachers’ Association.

1940s

Ruth (Dixon) Brandt ’43 (Vadnais Heights,
Minn.) passed away on April 16 at the age
of 91. Ruth met her husband, who is also
an alumnus, at Winona State.

1950s

Kathryn “Kak” Swanson Johnson
’51 (Rochester, Minn.) passed away
on February 28. After graduating from
Winona State, she taught at Columbia
Heights High School before relocating
to Rochester. Kak began teaching at
Mayo High School in 1969 and enjoyed
coaching three sports in the early
years of girls competitive sports. She
volunteered in many community events
and organizations and was a longstanding
member of her church. Kak also earned
many distinguishing titles and honors,
such as the Mayor’s Community Award in
2009 for her volunteer service in Rochester,
and the first Outstanding Amateur Sports
Achievement Award together with her
husband. She was an emeritus trustee of
the Ronald McDonald House. Each year
Mayo High School gives an award in her
name to their top female athlete.
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Charles “Chuck” R. Erwin ’52 (Ballwin,
Mo.) passed away on June 23. Before
attending Winona State, he served in the
U.S. Army as a military policeman in the
Panama Canal Zone. After graduating with
his bachelor’s degree, Chuck worked for
Shell Oil for more than 30 years. He retired
in 1990 in St. Louis. In his spare time,
Chuck enjoyed hunting and fishing, golf,
retiree luncheons, carpentry, and spending
time with his grandchildren.
Arthur H. Olson ’52/’53 (Sun Lakes, Ariz.)
passed away on January 5 at the age of 82.
Betty (Ebert) Shaffer ’52 (Sacramento,
Calif.) passed away on May 29 at the age
of 81. A native of Winona, Betty taught
elementary school in Minnesota, Alaska,
and Idaho, and worked as an instructional
aid in the Sacramento school district for 34
years.
Alphonse Anthony Kulig ’54 (Whitehall,
Wis.) passed away on June 15 at the
age of 90. Al was drafted into the U.S.
Navy during World War II and served in
the Pacific Theater. He was honorably
discharged as a radarman second class,
and later enjoyed a successful baseball
career as a pitcher. He earned his
bachelor’s degree from Winona State,
and was inducted into the WSU Athletic
Hall of Fame after being undefeated in
his four years of conference baseball.
After graduating, Al worked as a salesman
and purchased a candy wholesale
distributorship from his brother. He
enjoyed hunting and was an avid sports
fan, and worked in the community after
retirement.

1960s

Larry C. Willis ’63
(Rochester, Minn.) passed
away on June 16 at the age
of 72 after a hard-fought

battle with pancreatic cancer. In high
school, Larry had a successful wrestling,
football and baseball career, including
winning the Iowa high school wrestling
championship in 1959. He then attended
Winona State on a wrestling scholarship
where he won many tournaments, served
as captain of the team twice, and was
named an All-American. Larry began his
teaching career in 1963 at Bamber Valley
School, and later pursued his master’s
in Colorado and education specialist
equivalency at Winona State. Larry’s
main hobbies were all sports, including
bowling, goft, softball, hunting, fishing and
motorcycling. In addition to being active
in the community, he compiled multiple
wrestling histories, including one for WSU
which is on display on campus along with
his old warm-ups.
Dorothy Corrine (Sass) McLaughlin
’65/’68 (Prairie du Chien, Wis.) passed
away on June 22 at age 93.
Dorothy (Waby) Chase ’66 (Chatfield,
Minn.) passed away on May 11 at the age
of 93. She completed Winona State’s
two-year teacher’s program and taught in
rural schools before settling at Chatfield
Elementary. There she was a founder of the
Chatfield teacher’s union, and was named
Teacher of the Year in 1974. She returned
to Winona State to receive her bachelor’s
degree in education in 1966. Dorothy
was an active member of 4-H in Olmsted
County and her church for many years, and
was a state office holder in the Alpha Delta
Kappa education sorority.
John R. Styba ’68 (Winona) passed away
on July 5 at the age of 68 from frontal lobe
dementia. After receiving his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in education from
Winona State, John taught fifth grade
math and science at Cochrane-Fountain
City Schools and for 32 years, and also
coached the girls basketball team. John
enjoyed competing in running and

rollerblading marathons, and won many
medals with his athletic abilities.
Patrick J. Kauphusman ’69 (Winona)
passed away on July 4 at the age of 65
after a courageous battle with cancer.
He was an active member of his church
and community organizations, served in
the National Guard, and was a volunteer
firefighter in St. Cloud, Minn. He enjoyed
spending time with his family and many
friends on Winnebago Island.

1970s

Patricia (Stoltz) Ellefson ’70 (Winona)
passed away on peacefully on June 8
at the age of 64 after a two-and-a-half
year battle with cancer. She earned
her bachelor’s degree in education
from Winona State, and worked as
an elementary school teacher in the
Cochrane-Fountain City school district
before becoming a business owner and
operator of two businesses, including the
Midwestern Motel in Goodview which she
built herself and operated for 22 years
until her death. Her favorite pastimes were
golf, bowling, card club her grandchildren,
company, and good conversation.
James McCloskey ’71 (Scandia, Minn.)
passed away on April 23 at the age of 75.
Marlys R. McCluskey ’71 (Rushford,
Minn.) passed away on April 25 at the age
of 86. She earned her four-year teaching
degree from Winona State and enjoyed
teaching in Rush City and Rushford for 43
years. Marlys was an active member in her
church and in community organizations
such as the Federated Women’s Club and
Red Hats.
Nels Jacobson ’73 (Peterson, Minn.)
passed away on April 8. He received his
degree in industrial arts education and was
employed by a sawmill and tire company,
and many jobs as a handyman and
carpenter.
Jan Varner ’79 (Mesa, Ariz.) passed away
unexpectedly April 10. After graduating

from Winona State, Jan taught students
with learning disabilities and served as
president of many Winona community
organizations such as the Winona Ladies
Shrine Auxiliary and the Winona Area
Ballroom Dance Club.

1980s

Kevin James Mulyck ’95 (Winona) passed
away unexpectedly on May 10 at the age
of 44 following a brief illness. He was a
lifelong resident of Winona.

1990s

Kris Benson ’95 (Two Harbors, Minn.)
passed away on June 28 at the age of
47. After graduating from University of
Minnesota, Kris received her bachelor’s
degree in environmental science from
Winona State. She then relocated to
Two Harbors where she worked as an
environmental consultant until 2010. She
enjoyed writing, playing guitar, animals,
sauna, fishing and the outdoors, and was
an active volunteer with the Humane
Society.

director for Health Care Administration in
the College of Business at Winona State.
Jacque Reidelberger
(Winona), professor emeritus
of communication arts,
passed away on August
3 in Winona. A longtime
and beloved professor at
Winona State in the Theatre
Department, Jacque joined the faculty
in 1956 after earning his bachelor’s at
Beloit College and master’s from St. Louis
University. He was a professor at Winona
State for 40 years, nine of the last ten as
chair of Department of Communication
and Theatre Arts. He served in many
leadership roles at WSU, including chair
of the faculty, and was a familiar figure in
the Performing Arts Center on campus.
After his retirement, he co-founded Action
Theatre, and improvisation group that was
active in Winona and surrounding areas.

2000s

Shonta R. Peterson ’01
(Atwater, Minn.) passed away
on April 12 at the age of 33.
She earned her bachelor’s
degree in paralegal from
Winona State, and worked for a time as a
paralegal in Minneapolis. Shonta enjoyed
reading, swimming, snowmobiling, jogging
and watching movies and sports.

Faculty,
Staff, Friends
John “Mick” Michalowski (Winona)
passed away on July 3, 2013. He was the
longtime manager of the Winona State
University Print Shop.
James McDaniel (New York Mills, Minn.)
passed away suddenly on July 13. He
retired in 1998 as professor and program
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Current People: Patrick Dimpsey ’15
Winona State student Patrick Dimpsey ’15 writes about honoring a
friend by raising support to fight Huntington’s Disease.
Tim’s father passed away when we were in the sixth grade. Despite
his loss, Tim remained positive. He was not only one of my best
friends, but because of this he also became an inspiration to live life
to the fullest.
Tim’s father had Huntington’s Disease, a devastating, degenerative
brain disorder. HD slowly diminishes the affected person’s physical
and mental abilities. Eventually, a person with HD will become will
become totally dependent on loved ones and professional care. This
downward spiral continues until the patient dies.
Worse still, a parent with the HD gene has a 50-percent chance of
passing it to their children. That puts Tim at risk of suffering the same
disease as his father. There is no cure.
Tim and I were separated only when we attended different
universities. In 2010, during my freshman year at Winona State, I
came up with the idea of cycling across the United States as a way to
raise HD awareness across the entire country. Within weeks my idea
was turning into reality. Friends from universities all over the Midwest
pitched in and volunteered to ride with me. We called ourselves
“Camp Earth.”
By the end of 2010, we had thousands of supporters all over the
world and received thousands of dollars in donations for the
Huntington’s Disease Society of America. The pressure was on to
make the ride happen.

Photo Courtesy of Patrick Dimpsey

“Friends and
connections that will
last a lifetime.”

During the summer of 2011, seven friends and I cycled 4,000
miles westward, from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. Over our
two-month journey we raised even more donations and plenty of
awareness for HD. Though we completed that ride, Camp Earth was
far from over.
This summer, I took cycling for HD across the Atlantic. I spent a
month biking around Iceland and then turned south to five northern
European countries to raise funds for HDSA and awareness of
Huntington’s abroad. Meanwhile, a group of younger students
inspired by our 2011 adventure set off on their own bicycle tour
around all five of the Great Lakes. All of us funded our own expenses
in order to maximize donations to HDSA.
Our tours have created friends and connections that will last
a lifetime. I’ve become part of a very active family in the HD
community. As for my friend Tim – and many others – they still have
a chance of having Huntington’s Disease. Which means Camp Earth
still isn’t over. Our work has just begun.
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